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I. Remarks upon an antient Roman. Infcri- 
ption, found in that part of Italy, which 
formerly belonged to the Sabines ; and now 
in the poffejfion of Richard Rawlinfon, 
LL. D. &> F. R. S. By Mr. John Ward, 
Prof Rhetor. Grefh. & F. R. S. 

XeaJj&a. 11. *■"! '-'HI S infcription is cut in a final i 
«749-S°- J^ brafs plate, which together with a 
draught of the fame dimenfions accompany this 
paper. See Tab. I. Fig. 1 . The words of the infcri- 
ption, as they (land on the plate, with fomc account 
how and where it was found, were formerly publifh'd 
by Fabretti*. But as what he fais is very fhort, I (hall 
take leave to tranferibe the whole of it, which is as 
follows. 

FLORAE 

TI PLAVT1VS__DR0SVS 

MAG II 

V- S- L- M- 

Minucius Felix *>, Laffantiufque <=, Floram inter 
propudiofa gentilitatis numina collocant. Vindicat 
autem banc infamiam Ouzelius ad Minucium, pag. 
233, ubiex Van one et Ennio probat Romulo anti- 



a Infcript. Antiq. Cap. X. fag. 742. 
b Pag. 28. edit. Ouzel. quarCO. 
< Ivfiit. Lib. 1. cap. 20. 
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quiorem fuijfe Florae cultum, et famines ei dalos, 
Vefiigium igitur hie remanet in Sabinis primum 
Floram coli cveptam ; cum e Sabino agro in lamella 
aenea inferiptio kaecnuper erutafuerit apud Liccn- 
tiam, Urfinorum oppidum, quod Digentia ri%o allui- 
tur. Licentia quippe a Digentia detortum nomen 
facile quis credet. 

The plate now before us, and the infeription upon 
it, fo exadfly agree with this account of Fabretti, 
as to leave no doubt of their being the fame with thofc 
defcribed by him. The prelent pofleflbr of the plate 
purchafed it at Rome, in January 1720. N. S. At 
which time a fmall brafs label was fixed to it, con- 
taining the following words cut in capital letters, 
EX REGIIS CHRISTINA THESAVRIS; 
which is alfo here exhibited, with a draught of the 
fame form and fize fubjoined to that of the in- 
feription. It is probable therefore, that this plate 
might have been depofited among the other curio- 
sities of that princefs, foon after it was dug up ; and 
afterwards have fallen into other hands, who affixed 
that label to it ; till at length being expofed to fa!e, 
it was bought by the Doftor at the time above 
mentioned. For Queen Chrifiina died at Rome, April 
the 19, 1689, where fhe had rcfided from the year 
i6f8, after her return thither from France d. The 
year following a catalogue of her Greek and Latin 
medals was printed at Rome e, and Fabretti pu- 



d Moreri, Diffion. Hifior. 

« Nummi antiqui in thefauro Chrijiinae reginae Suecoritm, ~Romae 
affer'vati) a Francifeo Cameh, ejufdem Majejtath antiquario. Romae 
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blifhed his large and elaborate collection of Anticnt 
infcriptions there in 1702. In which he fais, that 
this plate, at the time he wrote his account of it, 
nuper eruta fuerit. But as he wrote this very pro- 
bably fome years before the publication of his book, 
the plate might have been found before the death 
of that princefs, and been in her pofleffion ; and af- 
ter her deceafc come into fuch hands, as might oc- 
cafion the difpofal of it, at the time, and in the 
manner, here recited. 

Bat I mail now proceed to conflder the words 
of the infeription ; which may, I prcfume, be read 
at length, with the proper fuppiements, in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

Florae Tiberius Tlautius Drofus, pagi magifier 
anni fecundi, votum folvit libens merito. 

The godefs FLORA was thought by the 'Romans 
to prefide over feilds and trees, and therefore they 
addrefled to her to favour them with profperous and 
fruitful feafons. Hence Varro fats : Invoco Rubi- 
gum et Floram, quibus propitiis* neque rubigo frit- 
menta at que ar bores corrumpit, neque non tempe- 
Jtive jtorent. Itaque publicae Robtgojeriae Robiga- 
lia,blorae ludi F lor alia funt injiituti f . But it ap- 
pears from other paflages of that writer refered to 
by Fabretti, that me was firft a Sabine deity, and 
introduced at Rome by king Tatius in the time 
of Romulus, many ages before the inftitution of the 



{ De R. R. Lib. i. cap. i. 

P p 2 Flora- 
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Floratia. For that fcftival was not obferved till the 
year of the city 513, when the expenfe of it was 
ordered to be paid out of the fines levied on thofe 
perlbns, who had converted the public lands to 
their own ufe, for feeding their cattle g. The 
memory of which is yet preferved on a coin ftruck 
that year, having on one fide the Genius of Rome : 
and on the other a fheej>, as an emblem of the 
manner, by which that money was raifed; with 
the legend M POBLICIVS MALEOLVS, 
the name of one of the aediles, who had the care 
of the coinage h. And the fame year alfo he with 
his brother Lucius Toblicius, the other aedile, erc&cd 
a temple in honour of the godefs Flora, near to 
the great circus *. However the Floralia were not 
afterwards conftantly obferved, but only when the 
feafon was bad, and feemed to threaten a fcarcity 
of provifions. But in the year 580 \ by a decree 
of the fenate, they were ordered to be celebrated 
annually, upon the fourth of the kalends of May, 
and the three following days \ which ended with, 
the firft of that month. 

TI, the two firft letters of the praenomen of the 
perfon mentioned in the infeription, are the ufual 
abbreviation of Tiber ius i as a fingleTisof2"*Y#J m . 



S Ovid. Faft. Lib. V. v. 279. 

* See Vaillant Fam. Rom. in Poblicia, num. 1. 

i Tacit. Annal. "Lib. ii. cap. 49. 

fe See Tighii Annaks ad ann. 513, 580 

J Ovid. Faft. Lib. v. v. 327, 183. 

» Valtr. Preb. de not. Roman. 
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PLAVTIVS, which follows, denotes the fa- 
mily name, and often occurs in Roman writers, as 
alio upon coins, where it is fometimes writen Tto- 
tius, and at other times "plutius ". 

DROSVS, the cognomen, I do not remember to 
have feen fo fpelt clfewhere ; but I make no doubt 
of its being the fame z^Drufus, which we frequent- 
ly meet with. For thus, as was juft now obferved, 
his family name is writen three feveral ways, 
e Plautius i Plotius, and 'Plutius. And Suetonius, 
fpeaking of the Claudian family, fais : Notiljimum 
eji Claudios omnes, excepto T. Clodio, optimates af- 
J'ertorefque dignitatis ac potentiae patriciorum ftm- 
per fmff~e°. So likewife Toblicius, the name of 
the aedile above mentioned, is fometimes fpelt 
Tublicius. Thele inftances indeed all relate to the 
family name; but the fame is true likewife with 
regard to the cognomen. So the name c Poblicola r 
firft given to Tublius Valerius, the collegue of Bru- 
tus, but retained afterwards by the family, is gene- 
rally writen Tublicola p. And as to 'Drufus, Sueto- 
nius acquaints us with the original of that name. 
c Drufus, fais he, koftium duce ^)raufo cominus tru- 
cidatOy fibi pojlerifque fuis cognomen invenit q. His 
other uames were Marcus Livius, and the a&ion 
here refered to was in the year of the city 470 **. 



n See Vaillant Fam. Roman, in Piautia. 

In Tiber, cap. 2. 

p Liv. it, 8. vii. 32. 

* In Tiber, cap. 3. 

r See Pighii annates? ad an. 470, 471. 
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It therefore feerns very probable, that this cognomen 
being fo antient, might by fome of the defccndents 
of that family be writcn Tirofus, and afterwards 
more generally T)ru[us. For as the Romans endea- 
voured gradually to improve their language, and 
foften its pronunciation, they changed au into <?,and 
again o into u, for the more agreable found. This 
appears not only from the examples given already, 
but likewife from many others, which nvght be 
be produced, 3S well of common words as proper 
names. Of the former fort are codex from caw 
dex, corns from caurus, lotus from lauttts, and Jo- 
rex from faurexi and of the latter, multus from 
moltus, rubigo from rob/go, valgus from •uo/gus, 
Vulcanus from Volcanus, and the like. 

MAG. II. according to the explication given 
above, are an abbreviation of the words magifiet 
fecundi, which ftand for pagi magifler anni fecundi, 
was the whole to be cxprelled at length. The word 
pagus fignifies a divifion or large portion of land, 
not much unlike what we call a fhire or county. 
Hence Caefar in his hiftory of the Gallic war fais : 
Omits civil as Helvetia in quatuor pagos divifa 
eft s . And again Speaking of the Suevi, who were a 
very large nation : Hi centum pagos habere dicun- 
tur t; tho' pagus is fometimes ufed by the poets in 
a* more refuaincd fenfe, for a fuigle village. So 
Mandela is defer ibed by Horace, as rugofus f rigor e 
pagus v. And Virgil reprefents the rural fports, as 

' "Lib. i. cap. ]2. 
1 Lib. iv. cat>. i. 
'«" Epifl. Lib. i. xviii. 103. 

performed 
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performed pagos et compita circum *. As to the 
title magifter, it always denotes fome prchcmincnce 
and authority, and is ulcd in a variety of fenfes, as 
majler is with us. So Fefius fais : Magiftri non 
folitm do^ores art turn -, fed etiam pagorum, focie- 
tatum, vicorum, collegiorum, equitum diciintur ; quia 
omnes ki magis ceteris pojfunt y. Of thefe the 
magi ft er pagi was a very antient officer among 
the Romans, appointed by Hum a e Pompil'ms, the 
immediate fucceffor of Romulus, as we learn from 
e Dio-iyfius of Hahcamajfus. " For Huma (as he 
" fais) rirft divided the whole country into fuch 
" portions, as they call -rrciyvii over each of which 
" he appointed an officer, whom he calls ao^ovrcc, 
" iTria-xoTrov, and TrijtnroAovi that is, a president or 
" mafier, infpe&or, and furvcyor. His bufinefs was 
tf to furvcy the lands, and take an account in wri- 
" ting, whether they were well or ill cultivated j 
" which accounts he laid before the king: who 
" commended thofe husbandmen, who had been 
" diligent, and tteatcd them courteously ; but re- 
" proved and fined the indolent, in order to excite 
„ them to greater diligence z." The Roman territories 
at that time were confincdwithin very narrow bounds; 
but in after ages, as they inlarged their dominions by 
conqucfts, many of the countries, which they fubducd, 
were given to the foldiers, as a reward for their fervice, 
And as a certain quantity of land was aiiotedtoeach 
foldier, the difkibution was made by perfonsfent with 
them for that purpofc 5 and thofe fettlementSjOr colo- 



■Georg. Lib. ii. 382. 
hi vac. Magifterane. 
Ami j, Rom. Lib, ii. at?, ~<J. 

nks, 
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nies, were divided into feveral diftrids, otpagi, which 
were confidercd as diftind communities. And be- 
caufe differences would fomctimes happen among 
them afterwards about the limits of their pofiefiions, 
the magiftri pagorum were impowered to adjuft 
them, and prevent all incroachments of that fort. 
For which end alfo public proceffions were made 
at certain times, accompanied with facrinces and 
other religious ceremonies a , in honour of the tute- 
lar deity of the place, the expenfc of which was 
born by contributions of the inhabitants'; as was 
fhewn in a former paper, which I had the honour 
to lay before this Society b . Thefc officers had 
likewife the care of the roads, which ied from 
one town or village to another, within their refpe- 
dive jurifdidions, to keep them in good repairs. 
And another part of their duty was to provide ac- 
commodations for the armies in their march, as alio 
for the governors of provinces, and other great pcr- 
fons, in" palling thro their feveral diftrids upon pu- 
blic affairs <*. Horace feems to refer to this, when 
he fais : 
Hue vent ur us erat Maecenas, optimum at que 
Cocceius, mijji magnis de rebus uterque 
Legati ; averfos Jbliti componere amices. 
And loon after : 

Vroxima Campano ponti qu£ villula tectum 
Traebulti etparochi, quaedebent, lignafalemque «. 



* Siculus Flaccus, /><»f. 9, 2j> edk. Goef. 
b See Ph/.'of. Traujait. num. 486. 



Sicul Flacc. ubijupra. Fraj. Magov. et Veg, pag. 255. 
4 Sic. Fiar, pag. 25. 
« Sem, Lib.i. Edor.v.v.iy,^. 

Where 
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Where by parochi ( fo named from vretgi%eiv to 
provide) may be meant an inferior fort of offi- 
cers, appointed by the majler to provide all ne- 
ceffaries for ftrangers, included here in the words 
ligna falemque f . 

But as tnc title magijler was common to fo 
many officers of different characters, it may be 
expected, that fome reafon mould be alleged for 
ailigning it to the magijler pagi in this infcri- 
ption, where no other word is added to determine 
the particular fnfc of it. And indeed I cannot 
pretend to offer any direct proof for this; but the 
reafons, which induce me to think fo, arc thefe 
which follow. Both the defign and form of the 
infeription fcem to fuit him beft. For the purport 
of it being the performance of a vow to the godefs 
Flora, very probably for a profperous and fruitful 
feafon, as the effect of their addrclTes to her ; 
by whom could that fo properly be done, as by 
this officer, who prefided over the religious as welt 
as civil affairs of the inhabitants? Bcfides, I cannot 
but think from the name "Droftis, which clfcwhcre 
is always fpelt T>rujhs, that this infeription was wri- 
ten before fevera! other officers were appointed, 
who afterwards bore the-title of magijler; which 
might render any explanatory word unncceffary at 
that time, cfpecia'ly in the place where he had his 
refidence. There are indeed two inferiptions pu- 
blifhed, one by Gruterz t znd the other by Rinejius*, 



f See Budaei Annnt. in Pandeff. p. 262. 
8 Pag. xxvi. »»?». p. 

a Clalf.Jext. num. LXXli. 

Q^q in 
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in which the word PAGI is added to M AGISTER; 
in the fame manner as we meet with magifter 
collegii, vici, and the like. But the former of thefe 
was as late as the reign of Tiberius ; and the time 
of the latter uncertain, fo that nothing can be con- 
cluded from it. And there are likewife feveral 
infcriptions, in which MAGISTER and MAGISTRI 
ftand alone, without the addition of any explana- 
tory word. But then it appears either from the 
defign of thofe infcriptions, the number of per- 
fons mentioned, or fome other circumftance rela- 
ting to them, that their office was of a different 
nature ; fome few inftances of which I (hall prc- 
fentiy have occafion to mention. From thefe con- 
fiderations therefore I have been led to conclude, 
that the fenfe here afligncd to the word magifter, 
as it refpefts this infeription, is the moft probable. 

That the characters II. ftand for anni fecundi, 
the date of the time, during which this 'Drofus 
had then held that office, is confirmed by feveral 
infcriptions publifhed by Gruter. In one of which 
we have MAG. ANNI. V *s in another MAGI- 
STRI. ANNI. VI h and in two others MAG. 
ANNI. PRIMI1, where the word denoting the 
time is expreffed at length. As thefe different ways 
therefore of expreffing the time relate to perfons, 
who all bore that title, tho not the fame office, 



1 Pag. liv. num. i. 

k Pag. xxxvi. num. 7. 

1 Pag. xxxiii, mm. 10. xxxv. 5. 
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as appears by the inferiptions ; they plainly fhew 
in what fenfe thofe characters are to be taken here. 

The concluding letters V. S. L. M. which ftand 
for t'otum folvit libens merito, contain the ufual 
form of dedicating votive monuments. 

But the thing dedicated is not mentioned here, 
which was molt probably a ftatue or an altar ; and 
1 rather think the latter, from the number of fuch 
inferiptions inGritter, and other collectors of an- 
tient monuments, taken from altars. Whereas wc 
hear of few images of any fort relating to this deity. 
Tlmy indeed mentions a ftatue of Flora at Rome, 
which was made by Praxiteles •». And Montfancon 
has given the draughts of three or four others, which 
have been thought to reprefent that godefs". Her 
head alfo is found upon two coins, one of the Clan- 
dian °, and the other of the Servilian family p. How- 
ever thefe are but very few, comparatively with 
what we meet with of other deities. Bcfides, the 
age of this infeription ( which feems further con- 
firmed by its brevity and fimplicity ) as likewife the 
plaee where it was difcovered, fuit much better 
with an altar j for altars were erected in all parts 
of the country, and very early. I fuppofe there- 
fore, that this plate was fixed into the front of fome 
altar confecrated to Flora; for which purpofe bo.h 



m Nat. H<fr. Lib. xxxvi. cap. v. §. <r. 
n L. Antiq. expliq. To7n.i. pur. 2 chat. 5O. 
° See Vadlant Ham. Horn, num. 13. 
5> Ibid. num. 17. 

Qjq 2 the 



[ 3°4 ] 

the fliape of ir, and the angles at each end, feem to 
be very well adapted. The town, where it was 
dug up, is by Fabretti called Licentia; which he 
fuppofes to have taken its name from the river T>i- 
gentia, that runs by it. Horaces farm therefore was 
probably not very far from thence, fince he fpeaks 
of it as near that river, when he fais: 

Me quotiens reficit gelidus c Digentia rivusi 
Quern Mandela bibit, rugofus frigore pagus : 
Quid f entire put as, quid credtSyamice, pecari q ? 

The antiquity of this infeription, together with 
its Angularity, made me think it not unworthy the 
notice of this learned Society. For tho we meet 
with two inferiptions, one in Gruter, r and the other 
in Rine/ius*, to the honour of Flora jointly with 
other deities ; yet this is the only one I can find, 
which is addrefled to her alone. And as to the 
manner of explaining the feveral parts of it, that is 
left to every one to judge of, as he pleafes. 

G. C. 

Decemb. 2C> 1749. 

John Ward, 



* Epift. Lib. i. xvni. 103. 

* Fag. cxxi. num. I. 

* Claff. prim. mm. ccxxxiii. 
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